Subject: Fwd: Melrose Fire Incident 12/10/2106 
From: Donald Duckworth 
Date: 12/12/2016 08:29 AM 

To: Denis Weintraub <drdenisweintraub@yahoo.com>, "Denis Weintraub & Sylvia" <misssyl@yahoo.com> 

BCC: Julian Chicha <julian.chicha@gmail.com>, Fred Rosenthal <fredr@ametron.com>, Pierson Blaetz 
<pierson@greenwayarts.org>, Daniel Farasat<DF@TIGERWESTCAPITAL.COM>, Isack Fadlon <isackf@sportiela.com>, 
Peter Nichols <peter@melroseaction.com>, Steve Kalt <sdk@stephenkalt.com> 

FYI 


Forwarded message 

From: Donald Duckworth < duckworth.donald@amail.com > 

Date: Mon, Dec 1 2, 201 6 at 8:25 AM 

Subject: Fwd: Melrose Fire Incident 12/10/2106 

To: ROLANDO SOLANO <rolando.solano@lapd.lacity.ora > 

Cc: PATRICIA SANDOVAL <patricia.sandoval@lapd.lacitv.ora >. Cleon Joseph < 32770@lapd.lacitv.ora >. Dave Cordova 
<31 646@lapd.lacitv.org >. Inga Wecker < 37580@lapd.lacitv.org >. Spiro Roditis < 32895@lapd. Iacity.org >. Jeff Taft 
<36796@lapd. lacitv.ora >. MelroseBIDAmbassador@amail.com . Mark Mireles < mirelesconsultina@amail.com >. Jon Peters 
<jon.peters@lapd.lacity.org >. HOWARD LESLIE < howard.leslie@lapd.lacity.org >. Joan Pelico < Joan.Pelico@lacity.org >. 
John Darnell < iohn.darnell@lacitv.ora >. Paul Koretz < paul.koretz@lacitv.ora > 


Good Morning Captain Solano and Captain Sandoval... 

Please review the report forwarded below from our Melrose BID Ambassador re an arson in progress on Friday, December 
1 0 at 2250 hours. I'm disturbed that we could not get LAPD support / response at the time of the Ambassador's call. (Isn't 
arson a felony?) 

The Melrose BID has had a number of recent complaints from the business owner at 7425 Melrose of fires behind his 
business. (Saad at 323-658-861 1 .1 I believe he told me that he has attempted to obtain LAPD response without success. 
He's afraid that his business will be burned down! Given the destruction by arson of the SportieLA business at 7366 Melrose 
on June 15, 2016, he certainly seems to have good cause for concern. 

After looking at surveillance camera images from the SportieLA fire, our BID Ambassador believes that the individual 
involved in the Friday night incident is a probable match. Is there not some way we can get LAPD follow-up and an arrest, 
which may well clear an open arson? 

After all of the on-going discussions we have had and promises of some increased attention, our frustration is growing and 
palpable. It feels like Melrose BID is devoting resources to assist LAPD and not getting any real support. How can we work 
together better? 

Thank you for your attention. 


Forwarded message 

From: Riley Sherwood < melrosebidambassador@gmail.com > 

Date: Sun, Dec 1 1 , 201 6 at 1 :24 AM 

Subject: Melrose Fire Incident 12/10/2106 

To: Donald Duckworth < duckworth.donald@amail.com > 

Cc: Mark Mireles < mirelesconsulting@g mail.com > 


On 12/10/2016 myself (Riley Sherwood) and my partner (Berge Ketchdejian) were patrolling the Melrose BID Alleys in hope 
to find our suspect that has been lighting cardboard fires behind the businesses on Melrose. We were driving westbound on 
the north side alley at approximately 2250 hours and came across a male African American (blonde hair, black sweater, blue 
pants, approximately 5"8 140 pounds) lighting afire behind 7555 Melrose behind the business called Xplosion in the car 
port. We proceeded to drive Westbound and made a u-turn and returned to the back of the property where he had the fire 
burning. I then called LAPD Dispatch and reported that there was a homeless guy lighting a fire behind the business, and if 
we can have a patrol unit come out and ID the suspect so we can get a restraining order on him. Dispatch proceeded to tell 


me since there is a fire in progress they would transfer me to the fire department. After being transferred I told the same exact 
story to the FD and they sent a fire engine out. Once the FD got there (believe it was engine 46 but not 1 00% sure) our 
suspect got up and walked away casually. The FD then dumped water and other chemicals on the burning ashes and put it 
out. Once putting the fire out they got in the Fire Truck and left without giving me any details or report what was going to 
happen next. I contacted my boss (Mark Mireles) and asked him for his opinion what I should do. Fie told me to go to Wilshire 
Police Station and file an arson report. After arriving at Wilshire I walked in and talked to Officer Florn who was working the 
desk and told him the story of what exactly happened. Officer Florn told me there is not much LAPD can do. Fie suggested 
that I had to call back to the Non Emergency Fire line and ask for the Fire Truck number that came out to assist putting the fire 
out, and to talk to the Captain to see about getting a report of what happened. After getting through to the Fire Department 
Dispatch I asked them if they can look up what Fire Station came out and if I can talk to the Captain Dispatch told me "They 
can not give me that Information, and that I needed to call the Fire Arson unit and report it during normal business hours." I 
am going to report this incident to the Arson Fire Department Unit on Monday morning. I will attach to this a video and picture 
of the Suspect lighting this fire. 
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